CHAPTER XV

THE SOVIET WAY WITH THE CRIMINAL

T HE Western statesman or economist visiting Russia
seldom leaves the Soviet Republic with more than a
laissez-faire attitude. His sense of tolerance dictates
a let-alone policy toward the political and economic
experiment in progress in that country. His innate and
practical experience, however, compels an attitude of
watchful waiting until the national structure which is
being reared from the Marx and Lenin blueprints has
emerged from its present crude and fluctuating state
and has demonstrated its ability to bring greater hap-
piness to the people of Russia than that possessed by
nations living under older forms of government* The
criminologist is more favorably situated. He leaves the
Soviet Union with a heartening sense of having wit-
nessed something new under the sun. Soviet prisons
and the Soviet penal system open a novel and inspir-
ing chapter in the relations between society and the
criminal.
Soviet Russia is successfully coping with the age-old
problem of crime and punishment on the basis of a
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